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SUBJECT: YOMIURI INTERVIEW WITH KIM IL-SUNG 

REF: TOKYO 1549 

1 . APRIL 28 YOMIURI GAVE PROMINENT PLAY TO HIGHLIGHTS 
OF APRIL 23 MEETING BETWEEN KIM IL-SUNG AND YOMIURI 
REPORTERS. AS PARAPHRASED IN YOMIURI ACCOUNT, KIM 
NOTED FAVORABLY PRESIDENT CARTER S PROMISE TO WITHDRAW 
TROOPS FROM SOUTH KOREA AND REMOVAL OF TRAVEL RESTRIC- 
TIONS, BUT WAS QUICK TO ADD THERE WERE "DISCREPANCIES" 

IN US POLICY - THAT WITHDRAWAL WOULD TAKE FOUR TO 
FIVE YEARS, WOULD NOT INCLUDE AIR FORCE, AND APPEARED 
TO REQUIRE "CONSENT"OF BOTH ROK AND JAPAN. KIM 
REPORTEDLY OBSERVED THAT LATTER POLICIES HAD BEEN 
ANNOUNCED BY VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE AND OTHER OFFICIALS 
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AND NOT BY PRESIDENT HIMSELF; VIEWS OF THESE OFFICIALS 

APPEARED TO BE SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT FROM PRESIDENT'S 

"TRUE INTENTIONS." NORTH KOREA, HE WENT ON, WOULD WAIT AND SEE. 

2. ON JAPAN-NORTH KOREA RELATIONS. KIM SAID THAT 
ESTABLISHMENT OF LIAISON OFFICES AND FISHERY AGREEMENT 
DEPENDED UPON GOJ'S ATTITUDE. BECAUSE OF CLOSE TIES 
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BETWEEN FUKUDA GOVERNMENT AND SOUTH KOREA, BEST THAT 
COULD BE EXPECTED FOR PRESENT WOULD BE EXPANSION OF 
TRAVEL AND CULTURAL INTERCHANGE. NO MAIOR ADVANCE 
IN RELATIONS WOULD BE POSSIBLE UNTIL REUNIFICATION OF 
PENINSULA OR IMPROVEMENT IN US-NORTH KIREAN RELATIONS. 

3. KIM STATED THAT NORTH KOREA WOULD LAUNCH SECOND 
SEVEN YEAR PLAN NEXT YEAR AIMED AT DOUBLING MAJOR 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION. DETAILS WERE STILL BEING DRAFTED, 
BUT KIM OFFERED TARGET FIGURES 7-8 MILLION TONS OF 
STEEL, 70-80 MILLION TONS OF COAL, 12-13 MILLION TONS 

OF CEMENT, AND 60 BILLION KILOWATT HOURS OF ELECTRIC 
POWER. NORTH KOREA WOULD CARRY OUT PROGRAM WITHOUT 
FOREIGN CAPITAL. 

4. COMMENT. THIS APPEARS TO BE KIM'S FIRST PUBLIC 
COMMENT ON US LIFTING OF TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS. TENOR 
OF HIS COMMENTS ON PRESIDENT'S KOREA POLICY AND STATE 
OF JAPAN-NORTH KOREA RELATIONS IS SIMILAR TO THOSE 
MADE TO EARLIER JAPANESE VISITORS, SUCH AS LDP DIET 
MEMBER CHUJI KUNO IN LATE JANUARY (REFTEL). 

SHOESMITH 
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